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85 Which begins at the Beginning. 


ES, Sir, I ſhall begin at the beginning, 
hatever the world, or carping critics may 
de pleaſed to ſay to the contrary; and let 
e tell them, had many of our great men 
end tradeſmen done the ſame, they would 
; ave found the good effects of it. 1 
Sir Walter Wifeacre, an old friend of mine, 
ſed to ſay, Every — has two handles, 
| | and 


6 The RENOWNED HISTORx of 
and it is a matter of the greateſt importanee; 
to take hold of the right.” Joo many err." 
in this particular; and though they charge 
Providence with their miſcarriage, yet there 
are very few but may place their own folly 
at the foot of the account, and aſcribe their 
ruin to ſome milmanagement in the entrance 
of their affairs. So, Sir, in purſuance of thisp! 
maxim, and agreeable to one of the ancients, 
no matter who, * 1 Shall begin at the begin- P, 
ning, that I may the ſooner make an end,” It] 
cannot, therefore, be thought amiſs to give 
lome account of Primriſe Prettyface's parents, 
and other great and important matters, ne- 
ceſſary to be known, e work attending to, 
for the better underſtanding of this renowned 
hiſtory, | _ 
It is agreed on all hands, that Prethy face 
was not her real name, by no means; for 
though ſhe was really handſome, and that ##S 
name was given her chicily on that account, NM 
yet ſhe retained it through her ſweetneſs of 
temper and pretty behaviour, It has been === 
well obſerved by a great writer, „That ill- 
nature and affectation are greater enemies to 
a fine face than the lmall-pox,” Now we all 
know (at leaſt we Ihould know) that the beſt 
thing to illuſtrate beauty is virtue; and when! 
it happens that any one is both internally get, 
7 and] is ſh 


y 
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* and externally beautiſul, it makes virtue 
bars Shine, and vice bluſh, 
5 
there Beauty may fade and empires fall; 
loily But wirtue triumphs aner all, 
their! 


rancel Her father's name was Thompſon, an hum. 
f this ple honeſt man, who kept a cow, a pig, and 
zents, few towls, which, with the money he got 
br gib working in the helds, enabled him to live 
„It folerably comfortable. As ſoon as the cock 
giveÞ) his crawing prodaimed the day, up he 
rents, Þ= | h 
s, no- 
ng to, 
wned 


> 


at i- 1 W 


7 


ernally et, and hinging his bag and bottle over 


and is ſhoulder, trudged away to the fields, 
] 0 B 2 whiſtling 


8 The RENOWNYED HISTORY of 
whiſtling and ſinging and as merry as a grigd _ 
The want of aftiuence was the leaſt of higgeach 
thoughts. He uſed to ſay, * There was no realſ duty 
uſe of great riches, except in the diſtributionſgge 
thereſt was but conceit. And that a man ſhouldſ cum 
ſeek ſuch riches as he might get juſtly, uſeſ ſtand 
rt Mos cheerfully, and leave con. to ju 
tentedly,” Ambition had no charms foi Tt 
him, yet he always paid the reſpect due toffas fo 
his wy ay. or thoſe employed in highFwent 
laces by his ſovereign: His prayer for ſuchſcotta 
Was, That God would be plcaſed to makeFhedg 
all great men, good men, and truly good.” the c 
ler mother united to all his good quali being 
tics thole of a virtuous, diſcreet woman he, 
& The virtuous wife is a crown to her hu{Jrope 
band,” ſays the wiſe King Solomon. She walf hedg 
not one of thoſe who run babbling fronJana | 
Houſe to houſe, and telling goſſips tales offs W 
an hour long. She too well knew the truth the 


of that old proverb, which ſays, him, 
5 ; | oon 
They who would live at peace and viſt, her: 
Muſt hear, and ſce, and ſay the leaſt, two, 

| 33 1A 


From a mutual deſire of pleaſing, thei out, 
love was increaſed every day; and ſenhible . he, 
their mutual ſailings, they {lrove to heli Gam 
each rer 
#F Wor 
gt y 


. orig] PRINMROSE PRETTYTACE: 9 
of hisleach other by all the admonftions which 
no real duty could prompt them to, or tenderneſs 
ation ſigceſt, How much the following cir- 
ſhould$cum ſtance contributed to a right under- 
y, uſel ſtanding between them I leave my readers 
e con:Fto judge. . | 
ns for} The firſt morning after their marriage, 
due tofas ſoon as they got up, Goodman T homp/or 
high went into the little garden behind their 
r ſuchſcottage, and putting a rope through the 
» makeJ hedge, let one end lay in the garden, and 
od.” Fthe other in the yard next the houſe. This 
quali“ being done, he called his wife; Patty, ſaid 
oman he, go into the garden, you will find a 
er hu rope there, try if you can pull it out of the 
he wa hedge. She inſtantly, with great plealure 
| fro } and good-nature, obeyed. . r 4 
ales off Whilit his wiſe was going round into 
e truth the garden, he took hold of that end next 
him, but which ſhe had not ſcen, and as 
ſoon as ſhe began to pull, he pulled againſt 
her: fo that he being the ftrongeſt of the 
two, ſhe could not get it a ſoot farther, 
After tugging at it ſome time, ſhe called 
„ thei out, I cannot get it to ſtir! Pull harder, ſaid 
hble oF he, harder yet. Indeed, my dear, cried 
o hel} Gammer 7 hompſen, I have pulled with all the 
eac!} ſtrength 1 had, but it will not come out. 
Won't it, ſaid he, well, I will come round 
o you, and let us try what we can do to- 
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ether. Accordingly both taking hold they 
er to pull, and the rope came through 
very eaſy, Bleſs me! my dear, what was 
the reaſon 1 could not pull it through by A 
mylelf? {aid Gammer Thompſon, I will tell Jhiſvn 
you, replied he: When you pulled by your- JÞ ij! 
lelf on this fide, I pulled againft you on the RY Mii 
other, and you could not get it through; 100 
but, when we both pulled together, it came = 
through with all the caſe imaginable. From 
nence, my dear, I Would have you know, 
tha now we are man and wife, if one pulls 7 
one way aud the other another, we mall 

never 
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never make good work of it; but, if we 
draw together, every thing will go on 
Wimoothly, and we may live as happy, and 
pals our time as' merry as the days arc 
long. He then gave her a Kiſs, and they 
went to breakfaſt. 

To fhow you how much they were re- 
ſpected by all their neighbours, rich as 
well as poor, I have inſerted the following 
well-known verſes, made on them, under 
feigned names, by a gentleman of fortune 
zin the viihge where they reſided, My rea- 


Yours» 3 | [lt Wk 0 
on the A ih 
oug h ; #$h tk 

came #1 

From = 
Know, 
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— 2 * py } hoſe 1 
ders will perceive, from ſeveral incidents N. J 
that they were written when they becamelp,,. a. 


old, And 
Old Darby with Joan by his /ede, | 1 By 


 Wi'we oft times regarded with wonders The cu 

H: i: dripfical, ſhe is dim ey d, p #h 
Yet they're ever uneaſy ajurt:! ? 1 
Together they talter about, 1 


( Dr, [ze in the fun at the door, 
And al night guben old Darby's pipe's cut, 
His Joan will ut ſmake ene whiff mores 


No beauty my qavit they poſt fe, 
Their federn failings ty jmethey ; 
Th what ere the charms, can yur gueſs, 
Which make them fo fond of each ather ? 
'T is the pleaſing remembrance of ycuth, 
The endearments that youth did beftenv ; 
The thoughts of paſt ple ſure and truth, 
The bit of all bleffings belc xu. 


PRIũROSE PRETTYFACE, 
5 T traces for ever ewvill loft, 


ident Mo fickneſs nor time can remove 
>CCAMArgy when youth and beauly are paſt, 
And age brings the winter of love, 

A friendſhip inſenfibly grows 

By reviews of ſuch raptures as theſe ; 
5 & current of fondneſs till floavs, 
Which drci pid old age canaot freeze. 
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CHAP, it: 


Him and abaut P&1MROSE PrRETTYFACE; of b 2 
ber mecting with lady Worthy ; what hap. fe, 
fened th renpon; of lady Worthy's great pro- 
miſes, ewhich if the reader fhald be impatient 
to An whither they avere fulfilled, he muſt 
ſkip to the next chapter, 


* 


G4 FER T HOM PSO never had more 
than two children, the firſt was a boy, 
and of fo ſweet a diſpoſition, that the los of 8 On b 
him had nearly coſt Cammin Thomp/in ber Þ p 
life. He died in the ſmall-pox, alter a pain- Vi; 


Ful illveſs. I cannot give my readers a bet- T hat 


N . 


* 


ter character of him, than what is contained 
in the following epitaph, made by a young } op, 
gentleman, who was very fond of him. For 
all the village, as well as his father and mo- JJ ; 


ther lamented the leſs of him, he was ſo 7 
good a child, | 


88 
9282 
LY 


Hence forth 


# Henceforth be every tender tear ſuppreſs'd, 
Or let us wweep for joy that he is bl;fs'd; 
# From grief io bliſs, from earth to heaw'n remouw a, 
I His memory houour'd, as his life below'd : . 
>et= hat heart, der auhich no evil &er had pf 
Teat diſpeſition, ſickneſs could not four 413. 
2 T hat ſenſe, ſo oft to riper years deny dl ö 

T hat patience, Heroes might hade own'd with pride! 


VE 


wy His painful race undanntedly he ran; 
"Pp And on ih eleventh winter dy d- @ man, 
Some years paſſed between the death of 
their firſt child, and the birth of Primrofe. 
orith | | | Pretiyface, 


16 The Rexowneo HisTory of 
Prettyface (the ſubje& of our preſent hiſtory) 


in whom they found ample conſolation for 
all their affliction. It might truly be ſaid, 
ſhe was born to be the comfort of her fav 
ther and mother in their old age. She was 


ſo dutiful and obliging to her parents, and | 
ſo well behaved to every body, that all who 
ſaw or heard of her, if they had children, 
wiſhed theirs to be like her, and thoſe: who | 

had none, ſecretly deſired them, in hopes of | 


experiencing the happineſs her parents en- 
Joyed in the poſſellion of their dear Primreſe. 


Her parents, though poor, took much pains 


in inſtructing their, daughter, and that very 
early ; for by the time ſhe was fix years old 
he could read and work like a little wo- 
man. Whenever the neighbours came to ſee 
them, ſhe always ſat {till, and never ſaid a 


— . 


word, unleſs firſt ſpoken to; for her father 


had often told her, 


Little folk ſhould be { 


ſcen, and not heard;“ and, indeed, if many | 


great folk would let their tongnes wag leſs / 


than they do, it would be better for them, 
The poet ſays, , 


Words are like leaves, and where they maſ abound, 
Much . , ſenſe beneath is ſeldom fund. 


One 
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 Patmrose PRETTY rACE, . 


One day as ſhe was going to the well for 
water, ſhe met Lady Worthy, Whoſe pretty 


little girl are you ? ſaid the lady. Goodman 
Thompſon's, Madam, anſwered Primryfe, with 
a courteſey, What trade 15 your daddy ? con- 
tinued the Lady, A threſher, Madam, and 
works for bread and cheeſe for Prim, and ſo 
does mammy too. Aye, aye, do they ſo? 
ſaid the Lady, where do they live? In yon- 
der little houſe below the mill, faid Prim 


r;/e, pointing at the lame time with her 


Run and draw your 


little white ſinger, 
| & „ Waier 


— 
wean > 


Ag way 
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water, ſaid the lady, I will ſtay here the 
while, and then go with you to fee your 
daddy and mammy. 

You may be ſure ſhe made haſte to draw 
the water, and returned in a trice to the lady, | 
who took her by the hand, and they both 
walked together ſide by fide to her fa- | 
ther's. | | Ln 

When they came to. the cottage, Goody | 
Thompſon was ſitting at the door, winding | 
off {ome cotton her daughter had been ſpin- 
ning. Good morning to you Geody, ſaid lady 
Worthy: 1 have picked up a little pretty | 
girl, I ſuppoſe ſheis yours? Yes, an't pleat | 
your ladyſhip, replicd Goody I homp/on, How 
old is ſhe? Can ſhe read? ſaid the lady. | 
O yes, Madam, very prettily, returned Goody | 
T hempſen , go, Prim, fetch your book, and 


read the leſſons you read to your father laſt | 


night. She ran in directly, and returning 
with the book, read as follows: | | 


LESSON 


the 


your 


rau 
ady, 


both 
fa 
Goody | 


ding | 
ſpin- 


lady 


retty 
lea | 


How 


lady. | 
Goody | 
and I! 
lat i 
ning 


ON 
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moſt excellent, and cuitom will render it 


the moſt delightful. 
LESS 0 MN HF, 


Let reaſon go before every enterprize, and l 
counlel before every «ttion, . | 


LESSON 11. 


Be not diverted from your duty by any 
reflections the ſilly or prophane parts of the 
| 2 | world 


| 
Pitch upon that courſe of life which is | 
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world may make upon you; for their cen- 
| fures are not in your power, and coule- - 


quently ſhould be no part of your concern. 
LESSON iv. 


Never defer that till to-morrow. which you 
can do to-day; never do that by proxy | 


which you can do yourſelf, 
ES $SONK Y. 


Forget others faults, and remember your 


OWNn, 


LESSON VEL 


Riſe from table with an appetite, and you | 


ww never fit down without one, 


LESSON VIL 


Avoid, as much as you can, the campany 
of all vicious perſons. 


LESSON VII. 


There are but few who know how to be | 


idle and innocent; by doing nothing we 
learn to do ill. 


L ESSO N IX. 


Of all prodigality that of time is the 
worit, 


The 


Our 


The 
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The lady, quite charmed, with Primre's 
reading, took her up in her arms, and kiſſed 
her a hundred times, and moreover, gave 
her half a crown to buy ſome books with; 
adding at the ſame time, She would look 
over her books at home, and pick out ſome 
to {end her next day by the ſootman, and 
was then going awav, but recollecting, ſhe 
turned back, ſaying, Pray, does Primroſe Prei- 
trface go to church every Swndgy, and lay her 
prayers every night and morning? Yes, your 
ladyſhip, replied Goody 7 * on. 
fay the prayer 'Squire Gp:dwi/l's houſekeeper 
taught you laſt weck. She inſtantly obeyed, 
and repeated as follows: | 
Father of light and life, than Cod Supreme 7 
O teach me what is good! teach me Tiny/elf. 

Save me from folly, vanity, and vice, 
From every lyay purſuit! and feed my foul 
With knewled;c, conſcious prace, and virtue pure; 


Sacred, ſubſtantial, never fading blijs ! 


Then ſhe concluded with the Lord's Prayer 


and the Belief; which ſhe laarned out of 


the Univer/al Primer, Now, Primroje, laid 
her motlier, ſing the hymu too; nay, do 
not bluſh, her ladvihip will like to hear it. 
Primprofe, alter a little heſitation (which | 

| C 3 would 


— hating 36 


Primroſe 


N 
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would not have my readers miſtake for ob- 
ſtinacy, becaule | can allure them it was oc- 


caſioned by her modeſty) began the follow- 
ing hymn : 


Hail! hail ! Fehwoah, hy = King, 
7 hy merey and thy grace ave ſing ; 
I ho thro' thy Cons redeeming love, 
Hoſt thus 7 d our bliſs above, 


Tho ſunk beneath the aveioht of Jin, 
F bo' flrangers, thiu didſt T us Ing; 
With grace bene ft cert, divine, 

And mercy thou did 7 on u ſhine. 


T bus renaſcent thy praiſe wwe fing, 
The ſpacious firmam-nt ſoall ring, 
While myriads of thy hsfts above, 
Repeat thy mercy and thy love. 


Her ladyſhip was now more delighted than 
ever with little Primroſe, and told her, 


ſhe continued to be a good girl, God would 


bleſs her, and every body would love her 
dearly; and after giving her another kiſs, 
and promiſing to ſend the books the next 
day, ſhe left them, very well pleaſed at the, 
entertainment ſhe had met with, 

About an hour after Lady F|rthy was 
gone, Gaadman I himp/in came home. Little 


Primroſe 
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Primreſe told him all that had paſſed, and 
that the lady promiſed to give her ſome 
books too, and ſhowed him the half crown, 


deſiring him to keep it for her till ſhe was a 


woman, and then jumped and capered about 
the room like a wild thing, being hardly able 
to contain herſelf ſor joy. 


0 
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ey —_ 


CHAS 


Lady W orthy performs her promiſes; the pack 4 


opened; the flory of Leontine and Eudoxus 


as contained in the packet, 


Azrour noon the next day a ſervant ar- 
rived with a parccl and a letter. Goodman 
Thompſon opened the parcel for little Prin- 
roſe, and out ranked above a dozen large 
books, together with ſeveral of Mr. Marſhall's 
gilt books for children, which laſt were all 
bound in gilt covers. The next thing to be 
Inoked into was the letter. | 


PaiMRosR PRETTYFACE, 25 
Dear Child, 


A. S 1 am convinced you da your beſt endca- 

ours to fulfil your duty to your Maker, and 
leve learning, I have herewith ſent you ſeveral 
books, in which you will find ſome very pretty 
and inftrufive flories ; my deſire is, that as yow 
know ſo much yourſelf, you may begin, as ſoou 
at poſſible, to teach ath.r>, and do this end, I wiuld 
have you (by rave of your father and mother) 
learn the Itle beys and girls, who are your neigh- 
bours, 10 read and ſpell. I have ſent ſome of Mr, 
Marſhall's Un:verſal Primers aud Battledores, 
zr thiſe who cannot read as yet; as for thoſe 
auh already know ſomething, you may let thim 


read in turns out of the great bool. 


Yours, 


MATII DA WORTHY. 


As ſoon as the ſervant was gone, Primroſe 
Prettyface ſet about cleaning her milk-pails, 
{wept out the room, did the taſk her mothcr 
had ſet her at ſpinning, and fetched up the 
cow as faſt as ſhe could, that ſhe might get 
time to read ſome of the books. Her work 
being all finiſhed, ſhe went into the gar- 
den, and fitting down under the mulberry- 
155 tree, 


26 The RrxowneD H1$STORY of 
ry-tree, read the following ſtory out of one 
of the great books. 


1 * ir 
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& Emudixus and Leontine began the world 
with ſmall eſtates. They were both of them 
men of good ſenſe and great virtue. They 
proſecuted their ſtudies together in their 
earlier years, and entered into ſuch a 
ſriendſhip as laſted to the end of their 
lives. 

6 Enudoxus, at his frſt ſetting out in the 
world, threw himſelf into a court, where, 


by his natural endowments, and "acquired | 


abilities 


One 


Painnosr PaerTYPACE. 27 
abilities, he made his way from one poſt to 
another, till at length he had raiſed a very 


_ conſiderable fortune, Leoxntine, on the con- 


trary, ſought all opportunities of improv- 
ing his mind by ſtudy, converſation, and 
travel, He was not only acquainted with 
all the fciences, but with the moſt eminent 
profeilors of them throughout Europe, He 
knew perfectly well the intereſt of us 
princes, with the. cuſtoms and faſhions of 
their courts, and could ſcarce meet with 
the name of an extraordinary perſon. he 
had not either talked to or ſeen. In ſhort, 
he had fo well mixed and digeſted his know- 
ledge of men and books, that he made ons. 
of the moſt accompliſhed perſons of his age. 
During the whole courſe of his ſtudies. and 
travels he kept up a pundtual correfpon- 


. dence with Exdoxus, who often made him» 


ſelf acceptable to the men about the court, 
by the intelligence which he received from 
Leontine, | 

„When they were both turned of forty, 


they determined, purſuant to a reſolution - 


| they had taken in the beginning of their 


lives, to retire, and paſs the remainder of 
their days in the country. In order to 
this, they both of them married about the 
fame time, Leortine, with his own 20 

2 | 18 
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his wife's fortune, bought a farm of three 
hundred a year, which lay within the 
neighbourhood of his friend Eudexus, who 
had purchaſed an eſtate of as many thouſands. 

6 They were both of them fathers about 
the ſame time. Eudoxus having a ſon born 
to him, and Leontine a daughter; but to 
the unſpeakable grief of the latter, his wife, 
(in whom his happineſs was wrapt up) died 
in a few days after the birth of her daugh- 
ter, His affliction would have been inſup- 

ortable, had he not been comforted by tFe 


daily viſits and converſations of his agreea- 
ble Triend. 


Ln » 
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iree As they were one day talking together 
the | with their uſual intimacy, Leontine, conſi- 
who | dering how incapable he was of giving his 
nds. | daughter a proper education in his own 
bout | houie, and Eudoxus reflefting on the ordinary 
orn | behaviour of a ſon who knows himſelf to be 
to | the heir of a great eſtate, they both a- 
greed upon an exchange of children, name- 
died | lv, that the boy ſhould be bred up with 
ugh- | Leontine as his ion, and that the girl ſhould 
ſup- | live with £Endsxus as his daughter, till they 
tre | were each of them arrived at years of dil-_ 
cea- cretion. | 
© The wife of Eudixus, knowing that her 
ſon could not be {o advantageouſly brought 
up as under the care of Leontine, and conh- 
dering allo at the fame time, that he would 
be perpetually under her own eye, was by 
degrees prevailed upon to fall in with the 
project. She therefore took Leonilla (for that 
was the name of the girl) and educated her 
as her own daugliter. i 
& The two friends on each ſide had wrought 
themielves to ſuch an habitual tenderneſs for 
the children who were under their direction, 
that each of them had the real paihon of a 
father, where the title was imaginary. Florio, 
the naine of the young heir that lived with 
Leontine, though he had all the duty and 
1 affection 
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affection imaginable for his ſuppoſed parent, 
was taught to fejoice at the fight of Erndoxns, 
who vitied his Iriend very frequently, and 
was dictated by Ins natural affection, as well 
as by the rules of prudence, to make him- 
{elf eſteemed aud beloved by Florio. 

* The boy was now old enough to know 
his ſuppoſed father's circumſtances, and that 
therelore he was to make his. way in thc 
world by his own induſtry. This conſide- 
ration grew ſtronger in him every day, and 
produced ſo good an effe& in him, that he 
applicd himfelf with more than ordinary at- 
tention to the purſuit of every thing which 
Leontine recommended to him. His natural 
abilities, which were very good, aſſi ſted by 
the dirc&iens of ſo excellent a counſellor, 
enabled him to make a quicker progreſs 
than ordinary through all the parts of his 
education, Beſore he was twenty years of 
age, having finiſhed his ſtudies and excr- 
ciſes with great applauſe, he was removed 
irom the Univerſity to the Inns of Count, 
where there are very few who make them- 


ſelves conhderable proficients in the ſtudies - 


of the place, who know they {hall arrive at 
great eſtates without them. This was not 
Florio's cale, be found that three hundred 
a year was but a poor «oltate for Leontine and 
himſelf 
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himſelf to live upon, ſo that he ſtudied 
without intermiſſion till he gained a very goafl 
inſight into the conſtitution and laws of his 
country. | 
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1 {huuld have cod my readers, that 
whillt F/:ri2 lived at thc houlc of his folter- 
father, he was always an acceptable gueſt in 
the family of End:x»s, where he became aC- 
quainted with L-onilla from her infancy. His 
acquaintance with her by degrees grew 
into love, which in a mind trained up in 

all the lentiments of honour ang virtue, 
93 became 
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became a very uneaſy paſſion. He deſpaired 
of gaining an heireſs of ſo great a fortune, 
and would rather have died than have at- 
tempted it by any indire& methods. 

& Leonilla, who was a woman of the great- 
eſt beauty, joined with the greateſt modeſty, 
entertained the ſame time a ſecret paſhon for 
Florio, but conducted herſelf with ſo much 
prudence, that ſhe never gave him the leaſt 
intimation of it. | | 

Floris was now engaged in all theſe arts 
and improvements that are proper to raiſe a 
man's private fortune, and give him a figure 
in his country ; but ſecretly tormented with 


that paſſion which burns with the greateſt 
fury in a virtuous heart, when he received a 


ſummons from Leontine to repair to him into 


the country the next day. For it ſeems Eu. 
doxus was ſo filled with the report of his ſon's 


reputation, that he could no longer withold 


making himſelf known to him. 
** The morning after his arrival at the houſe 


olf his A . father, Leontize told him that 


Eudoxus had ſomething of great importance 
to Communicate to him; upon which the 
good man embraced him, and wept. Florie 
was no ſooner arrived at the great houſe that 
ſtood in his neighbourhocd, but Eudoxus took 
him by the hand, after the firſt ſalutes were 
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over, and conducted him into his clofet 

He there opened to him the whole ſecret of 
his parentage and education, concluding after 
this manner: I have no other way of ac- 
knowledging my gratitude to Leoxtine, than 
by marrying you to his daughter, He ſhall 
not looſe the ; leaſure of being your father 
ky the diſcove:v | have made to you. Leo- 


villa too thall be ihill-my daughter: her fillial 
_ piety, though miſplaceq, has been lo exem- 
plary, that it deſerves the greateſt reward I [ 
can confer upon it. You ſhal! have the plea- | 
{are of ſeeing a great eltate fall to you, Which | 
vou would have ioft all reliſh of, had you | 
«nown yourtelf born to it, Continue only ö 
to delerve it in the ſame manner you did | 
before you were polſcfied of it. I have | 


left your mother in the next room, her heart 
yearns tow aids you, She is making the lame 
a {coveries to Lowmilla which 1 have made to 

vouurtelf, Fi,in was fo uvirwhelmed with | 
this profuhon of happineſs, that he was not | 
able to make a reply, but threw himſelf down | 
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ſcet, and amidſt a flood of tears, kiſſed and 
embraced his knees, aſking his bleſſing, and 
expreſſing in dum ſhow thoſe ſentiments of 
love, duty, and gratitude, that were tco big 
tor utterance. | | 

Jo conclude, the happy pair were mar- 
ried, and half Eædbxus's eſtate ſettled upon them. 


£:ontine and Eudoxus paſſed the remainder of | 


their lives together; and received, in the 
dutiful and affectionate behaviour of Florio 
and Leonilla the juſt recompenſe, as well as 
the natural effects of that care, which they 
had beſtowed upon them in their . 

; J : 


bouring children, you may ſoon learn, gentle 1 
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She kad finiſhed this ſtory when her mo- 
ther called her to ge to-bed; ſo ſhutting up 
the book, ſhe went in directly, as all good. 
girls and boys ſhould do. How ſhe fulfilled 
the lady's command, in teaching the neigh- 


reader, if you will give yourſelf the trouble 
of peruſing the next chapter, 
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Hz Primross PRETTYFaACE Orcame @ 
Scho Mcftrife, and her manner of teaching; 
zubich wie f all not ſay tis much about, lj} feine 
exe ſhould take pet at our diſcede ring the arcara 


of the buſineſs. 


III 


ts, 
1 HE next morning Primreß: Pictiz face 
called the children about her to ſho them 
what fine books ſhe had. When they 
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ſaw the pictures, they were all ready to run 
wild: I will have a book! cried Dick Bowler 
O! give me one! ſaid Tom Dawſon; and me 
too! cried a little one; and ſo they all cried, 
and began to be a little unruly, till C 
T hompſon ran out to ſee what was the mat- 
ter, with a Heigh derry down! heigh derry 
down! what fs here to be done? —I will have 


a book, and give me one ; No, no, it must 


not be ſo; no rude girls or boys ſhould ever 
have any books by my 200d-will. If you 
will all promiſe to be good, and }:arn what 
Primroſe will teach you, you ſhall each have 


a book, but not till then. We will be good, 


cried Tom Dawſon, We will all be good! 
faid Dick Boawwler, Well, well, then, ſaid 
Goody T hompſon, let me ſee you make a be» 
ginning: Go, fit down on the bench un- 
der the tree, and Primroſe ſhall hear you 


read, Overjoyed at the propoſal, they all 


began to ſeat themſelves in order, and each 
had a book delivered to them to learn their 


leflons out of. 80 Goody Thompſon hav- 


ing told her daughter how to. proceed, ihe 
returned to her work. Primroſe then ſat 
down ta her ſpinning, and Dick Bowler, be- 


ing the oldeſt boy, ſtood by her, and read 
the following ſtory out of one ef the great 


books. 
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As the paſſage boat, which carried paſſen. 
gers from Leiden to Anfterdam, wes putting 
off, a boy running along the fide of the ca- 
nal deſired to be taken in; who the maſter 
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oft the {oat retuſed, becaufe the lad had not 
quite money enough to pay the uſual fare. 


An cminent merchant being plealed with the 


looks of the boy, and ſecretly touched with 
compaſſion towards him, paid the money for 
him, and ordered him to be taken on board, 


Upon talking with him afterwards, he found 


that he could taik readily in three or ſour 


languages, and learned, upon further exa- 


minat ion, 
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mination, that he had been ſtolen away when 
he was a child by a gypſey, and had ram- 
bled ever ſince with a gang of thoſe ſtrollers 
up and down ſeveral parts of Europe, It 
happened that the merchant, whoſe heart 
ſeems to have inclined towards the boy by 
a kind of inſtin&, had himſelf loſt a child 
ſome years before. The parents, after long 
ſearch ſor him, gave him up for drowned 
in one of the canals with which this country 
abounds ; and the mother was ſo afllicted at 


the loſs of a fine boy, who was her only 


ſon, that ſhe died for grief of it. Upon lay- 


ing together all the particulars, and examin- 


ing the ſeveral moles and marks by which 


the mother uſed to deſcribe the child when 
he was firſt miſled, the boy proved to be 
ſon of the. merchant, whole heart had ſo 
unaccountably melted. at the {tight of him. 
The lad was very glad to find a father who 
was ſo rich, and likely to leave him a good 
eſtate ; the father, on the other hand, was 
not a little delighted to ſee a ſon return to 
him whom he had given up for loſt, with 
ſuch a ſtrength of conſtitution, ſharpneſs of 
underſtanding, and {kill in languages.“ 


Dick Bowler had ſcarcely finiſhed the ſtory 


when Primre/e diſcovered one of the youngſters 


torturing a fly, by firſt transfixing . 


pins 


thread. 
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pins, and then dangling it by a bit of 


— x 
22 —— — * d 2 
SS * 
CON . . 


+ . 
22 
— 
reer 
— * 


* 
— oor 

SY === 

> qe EET 


— 


— 22 
* 


122 
— 
— 


— 
\ 
- - 
o - TX 7 \ 
-_ + — 28 


————— 
ES 
— — 
- — — — — — 
— . 
— — 2 3 —— 
. — . 


_ 
— 


* 
. 
7 500 * 
* —— — 
21 — 99) 
— < k 
2 = * 
2 


She was vexed exceedingly at ſeeing ſuch 


cruelty, as well ſhe might; but recovering 


herſelf, ſhe called the boy to her, and repre- 
manded him with, O fie, Bobby! | am 


aſhamed to ſee your wicked diſpoſition ; have 
vou not heard, That he abb can wantonly de- 


ſiroy an inoffenfive inſect, or innocent animal, 


Twill in time be able, with leſs reluctance, to kill 


a man? leſt theſe cruelties by frequent repe- 


titions ſhould become habitual, 1 will ſhow 


you 
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you them in ſuch a light as ſhall chill you 
with horror, WD 

Do you imagine, that the little inſect you 
have been tormenting with ſo much cruelty, 
out of wantonneſs, has no ſenſation of pain? 


Suppoſe now, ſome great giant were to run a 


{word through your body, I dare ſay you are 
ſenſible it would give you unſpeakable tor- 
ment: And is a common {word in your body 
any more than a ſmall pin in one of thoſe 
little flies? no, the ſmaller an animal is, the 
quicker and more acute is its ſenſibility: 
becauſe it's parts are ſo much more delicate 
and tender. Here the little one burſt out a 
crying. I am pleaſed, continued Primroſe, to 
lee you ſorry for the crime you have com- 


mitted ; go, fit down, and never be fo naugh- 


ty again. Then addreſſing all of them, I 
hope, my dears, you do not ſuppoſe the 
Divine Being created thele ; poor creatures 
merely to pleaſe the whim and caprice of 
mankind: He has breathed the ſame life into 


thouſands of animals as that by which you 


exiſt; and though he has made man maſter of 


all, yet it is only in a limited ſenſe. He has 


appointed certain creatures for the ſup port 
and ſuſtenance of many; yet, when we take 
the lives even of theſe, it ought. to be with 
the greateſt decency, and even with com- 
| TD. | punCtiog- 
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punction. All noxious animals alſo, that is 
to ſay, ſuch as we have a natural antipathy 
to, and ſhudder at the fight of, as ſnakes, 
toads, and ſerpents, may be deſtroyed by 
the laws of nature; but ſhall we for the 
ſame reaſons kill a fly, a worm, or ſuch in- 
offenſive inſets which cannot do us any mil- 


chief? It is not in our power to give life to 


any thing, and therefore what right have we 
to deſtroy an exiſtence which we cannot re. 
Nore. The man who without remorſe can do 
theſe things, ought to be baniſhed to the de- 
farts of Arabia, there to live among lions 
and tygers; for he is not fit for human ſo- 
ciety.: nay, even thoſe beaſts, ſavage as they 
are, generally ſubmit to their keepers, or 
| thoſe who have uſed them kindly. Nancy 
Daves, go to my mother, and aik her for the 


| book with the marble cover. She 


ought it. Let me ſee—there is a ſtory 
about a lion in it. O! here it is. Read it 


About fixty years ago, when the plague 


raged at Naples, Sir George Davis, Conſul there - 


for the Engliſh nation, retired to Florence, It 
happened one day he went out of curioſity 
to ſee the Great Duke's lions. At the far- 
"ther end, in one of the dens lay a lion, which 


the keeper in three years time could not tame, 
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with all the art and gentle uſage imaginable. 
dir George no ſooner appeared at the gates of 
the den, but the lion ran to him with all the 


He reared himſelf up and licked his han 

which this gentleman put in through the 
grates. The keeper, affrighted, took him 
by the arm, and pulled him away, begging | 
him not to hazard his life, by going ſo near 
the fierceſt creature of that kind that ever 
entered thoſe dens. However, nothing would 
ſatisfy Sir George, notwithſtanding all that 
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could be ſaid to diſſuade him, but he muſt go 
into the den to him. The very inſtant he 


E 2 entered 
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entered the lion threw his paws upen his 
ſhoulders, and licked his face, and ran to and 
fro in the den, fawning and full of joy, like 
a dog at the ſight of his maſter. After ſe- 
veral embraces and falutations exchanged 


on both fides, they parted very good friends. 


The rumour of this interview between the 


lion and the ſtranger rung immediately | 


through the whole city, and Sir George was 
very near paſling for a ſaint amongſt the peo- 
le. The great Duke, when he heard of 
it, ſent for Sir George, who waited upon 
his Highneſs to the den, and to ſatisfy his 
curioſity, gave him the following account 
of what ſeemed ſo ſtrange to the Duke and 

his followers: | | 
« A Captain of a ſhip from Barbary gave 
me this lion when he was a young whelp, I 
brought him up tame; but when 1 thought: 
him too large to be ſuffered to run about 
the houſe, I built a den for him in my court- 
yard. From that time he was never per- 
mitted to go looſe, except when I brought 
him within doors, to ſhow him to my friends. 
When he was five months old, in his game- 
ſome tricks he did ſome miſchief by pawing 
and playing with people. Having griped a 
man a little too hard, I ordered him to be 
ſhot, for fear of incurring the guilt of what 
might happen ; upon this a friend who "ae 
| | then 
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then at dinner with me begged him: How 
he came here I know not. Here Sir George 
Davis ended, and thereupon the Duke of 
Tuſcany aſſured him that he had the lion from 


that very friend of his.“ 


Nancy Dawes having finiſhed this ſtory, the ( 
next in turn was little Phil, Jones, but as he | 


was not old enough to read poetry, Primrofe 


herſelf read to them the following verſes. 


— — 


Elegy on a Black-Bird Spot nV alentine's-Day. 


TH E fan had chac'd the evinter ſnow, 
And kindly loos d the froſt-bound ſoil ; 
The melting fireams began to flow, 
And ploughmen urg'd their annual tail, 


' Twas then amid the wernal throng, 
Whom nature wakes to mirth and love, 
A Blackbird rais'd his amorous ſong ; 
And thas it echo d thro the grove : 
O faireſt of the feather'd train, 
For aubom I fing, for whom I burn, 
Attend wits pity to my ſtrain, 
And grant my love a kind return, 
See, fee, the winters florms are flown, 
And Zephyrs gently fan the air! 
Let us the genial influence own, 
Let us the ciernal paſtime ſhave, 
| Ea 
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PII lead thee to the clear rill, 
Whoſe flreams among the pebbles play ; 

There will ave fit and ſip our fill, 

Or on the flowery border play. 


7 / guide thee to the thickeſt, brake, 
{[mpervious to the ſchool-boy's eye : 

For thee the plaſter d neſt I'll make, 
And on thy downy pinians lie. 


To get thee fd I'll range the fields, 
And cull the beft of every kind, 
Whatever Nature's boxnty yields, 


Or troe's aſſiduous care can find, 


The Rexowned HISTORY of 


Aud 


And 


 Fainnose PreTTYFACE. 


And when my lovely mate avould ſtray, 

To tafte the Summer's ſweets at large; 85 
At home I'll avait the live long day, 
| And tend our little infant charge. 
When promtied by 2 mother's care, 

T hy warmth ſhall form th* impriſoncd young, 
With thee the taſk I'll fondly ſhare | 

Or cheer thy labours with a ſong. 


He cras'd his jong. The melting dame, 


With tender pity heard his ſtrain, 
She felt, jbe oο a mutual flame, 
Aud haſtened to relieve his pain, 


Ile led her to the nuptial Bo er, 


Aud neſiled clifely by her fide; 

T he happioſi bridegroom in that hour, 
And be the moſt enamonr'd bride. 
Next morn he wwak'd her with a ſong, 
Ariſe, behold the new-born day! 

Fhe lark his mattin pral his rung, 
Ariſe, my love, aud come away, 
Together to the fields ihey flray'd, 
And to the werdant rivlet's ſide, 
Reneab d their vows, and hoipp'd, and play d, 
With honeſt joy and decent pride. 
But, O! my Muſe with pain relates, 
The mournful ſequel of my tale; 
Sent by an crder of the. fates, 
A gunner met them in the wale, 


Alarm'd 
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Alarm'd, the lover cry'd, my dear, * 
Haſte, baſe awvay; from danger fly ! 

Here gunner, turn thy ven geance here l 

O! ſpare my live, and let me die. 
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At him the gunner took his aim, 

The aim he took wwas much tos true ! 
O had he choſe ſome other game, 

Or miſs'd, as he wwas us'd to do. 
Divided pair, forgive the wrong, 

While I wvith tears your fate rehearſe ; 
I'll join the avidow's plaintive ſoug, 

And fave the lover in my verſe, | C 

„ 6 This 
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This piece being read, Prim heard the lit- 
tle ones tell their letters, and fo forth; and 
then broke up her ſchool for that day, 


CHAP. . 
Paimross PrRETTYFACE, by @ melancholy Ac- 
eident leſes cue of her Scholars. 


How ſad a thing it is not to do as we 


are bid by our parents. Tom Daw/on was 


a very pretty boy, and his father and mo- 
ther loved him dearly; yet though this was 
the caſe, he often behaved extremely naugh- 
ty to them, and one time in particular, when 
his mother was waſhing and combing him, 
inſtead of ſtanding ſtill like a good boy, he 
cried, and went ſo far at laſt as to ſcratch 
his mother's face, for which his father, when 
he came home, whipped him ſoundly. At- 
ter this, he ſeemed inclined to behave bet- 
ter, and perhaps, might have been a good 
boy, and made his parents happy, had not 
an unfortunate accident happened, which de- 
prived Primroſe of a ſcholar, and his parents 
of a child, in whom all their hopes were 
placed. | 
One morning his mother gave him a baſket 
of fruit, and bade him carry it to his uncle, 
who lived in the next village, and make wn 
| ac 
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back as faſt as he could. He accordingly ſet 
out as if he intended to do ſo; but not re- 
turning ſo ſoon as was expected, his mother 
began to be angry. After waiting ſome time, 
ſhe went down the village te Primraſe, to 
ice if he was with the other little boys 
and girls; but Primroſe had not ſeen any thing 
of him that day, Well, ten o'clock came, 
eleven o'clock too, but no Tom. Surely, 
thought ſhe, he will find his way back to 
dinner. If he be ever ſo idle, hunger may 
bring him home. At laſt dinner time came, 


but yet no appearance of Tom, She now 


became very unealy, fearing ſome accident 
had happened. Whilſt ſhe was terrifying her- 
ſelf with a thouſand apprehenfions, and ſtand- 
ing at the door with longing eyes, ſhe ſaw 
a number of people, gathered together, and 
coming up the village. She aſked a neigh- 
bour, who was paſling by, What was the 
matter? He replied, with a figh, You will 
ſoon know. An hundred ideas ruſhed upon 
her mind in an inſtant, and ſhe had ſcarce 
time to fear the worſt, before it was pre- 
ſented to her eyes; a melancholy ſcene in- 
deed, her dear Tommy drowned, and carried 


between two perſons, and the poor father, 
almoſt mad with grief, walking after him, 


ſupported by one of his neighbours, At this 
{ight ſhe ſhrieked out, and fell into a ſwoon ; 
nor 


nor co 
time, 
no dot 
this u 
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nor could ſhe be recovered from it for ſome 
time, ſo violent was the ſhock, My readers 
no doubt, are deſirous of being informed how 
this melancholy affair happened: thus it 


Was. 7 


As his father and a neighbour were fiſh- 
ing that morning in the river, and dragging 


the net to ſhore, they encloſed, to their think- 


ing, a large fiſh, which they hoped would 
pay them well for their morning's work. But 
gueſs, O ! reader, the wretched father's grief, 
when he beheld in the net, not a large fiſh 
as he expected, but the body of his own ſon, 
drowned. beyond hope of recovery, Like 


1 
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one diſtracted he wrung his hands, and call. 
ing on the name of his dear Tommy, would 
have flung himſelf into the river, had not 
his companion prevented him, 

His cloathes and the baſket of fruit were 
found on the bank of the river; and it is 
conjectured that Tommy, in trying to get a 
bird's neſt which hung over the water, had 
fallen in and been carried away by the rapi- 
dity of the ſtream. 

Three days after he was followed to the 
grave by fix of his {chool-fellows. Prinrr:/e 
and her whole ſchool attended the funeral. 

hope this ſad accident will be a ſufficient 
warning to all little girls and boys not to be 
too venturous. My readers may remember 
too, that it was but in the laſt chapter Primroſe 
laid ſo much on cruelty to animals: If Tommy 
Dawſon had gone on his errand without ſtop- 
ping to take the poor innocent bird's neſt, he 
might have live till now, and his parents 
would have been happy. 


* 


CHAP, VI. 

In which may be found a Battle wwithint Blood, 

2 Herſe wwithout a Fail, and a. naughty Boy 
ewithout his Breakfaſt, 


{ALTHOUGH Primiyſe Prettyface took 


great pains to prevent any diſturbances in 


her { 
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her ſchool, from the children's quarrelling 
with cach other, ſhe was not quite ſo ſuc— 
ceſsful this way as might be wiſhed, One 
aſternoon, while ſhe went into the houle to 
carry fome work ſhe had juſt finiſhed to her 
mother, one of the youngſters produced a 
ſmall bladder full of liquor, which he had 
ſqueezed from ſome mulberries, calling out 
at the ſame time, Who will buy my mul- 
berry wine? Who will buy my mulberry 
wine? Sam Harding, who ſtood by, made a 
{udden ſnatch at the bladder as the other 
held it up, and getting hold of it, would 
certainly have wreſted it away, had not Tem 
7encs got up, and put in his claim alſo. Upon 
this Sam Harding's filter, who was equally | 
fond of miſchief with her brother, ſtart- 
ed up, and to it they all went, ſome pul- 
ling the bladder and others the ſtring. At 
length the bladder being ſo_ ſtoutly aſſail- 
ed, burſt, and emptied its contents full in 
the faces of the four combatants, from wherice 
it trickled plentifully downwards; nor did 
ſome eſcape who ſtood by as [pettators of the 
fray; a very proper puniſhment for thoſe 
who can ſee milchief with ut endeavouring to 
prevent it. And now the two ſeconds declin- 
ing any further conteſt, left the two princi- 
pals to fight it out by themſelves, who by 
this time were ſtruggling on the ground: the 

| e 
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object of the quarrel to be ſure was gone, 
but the {kin of that object remained, and was 
thought by theſe little children, as it is ſome- 
times by great children, ſufficient pretence 
for a continuation of the conteſt, It was 
difficult to determine which party would be 
victorious, when Primmſe about this time 
made her appearance. At the {ſight of fo 
much blood (as ſhe ſuppoſed it) ſhe ſhrieked 
out for help. This ſoon brought her father 
and mother, together with many of the neigh- 
bours, to ſee what was the matter, and Sam 
Harding's father among the reſt. Each of the 
women ran to her own child to ſearch ſor 
wounds: but none were to be found. 

The heroes ſtill kept ſtruggling on the 
ground, till Sam's father dragged him away 
by main force, at which, not being the moſt Þ fath 
dutiful child we have heard of, he ſtruck at fut 
bis father ſeveral times. His father was far the 

from being pleaſed when firſt he ſaw him; but 

when he experienced ſuch behaviour towards 7 
himſelf, he was much vexed, and reſolved to 


ou 
puniſh him for it. has 
Not above a hundred yards diſtant ſtood a | he 


large tub of water, into which his father J thi, 
plunged him, as this was likely to anſwer | , 
the double purpoſe of cooling his courage, day 
and waſhing off the ſtain of the blood, other- | hoi 
waſe mulberry liquor. | 
Jo When 


one, 
was 
ſome- 
tence 
Was 
1d be 
Lime 
of fo 
ieked 
ather 
etgh- 
| Sam 
of the 
h ſor 


1 the 
away 
moſt 
ck at 
as far 
- but 
vards 
ed to 


20d a 
ather 
{wer 
rage, 
ther- 


When 


— 


PRIMRCSE PRETTYFACE. 


j 
{ 
I 
% 
- 


=: 


D ICS 
N 
S >: 
%.> 
1 \ 
390 ; l 
U 
THE d 


—— 


j 


When Mr. Fones and company had wipea 
their ſtained clothes, and waſhed their faces, 


the women returned to their work, and Sam's 


father to deter them from ſuch quarrels in 
future, ſat down by Primroſe, and told them 
the following, ſtory: | 8 


& Mr. Wilkins had three little boys, the 
youngeſt was about four years old, the other 
two, who were twins, about five years older; 
he was very fond of them, and did every 
thing in his power to make them happy, and 


engage them to love each ot lier. One fair- 


day he bought a very pretty little wooden 
dete and gave it to his youngeſt boy. Now 
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the reader muſt be acquainted, that the year 
before, when he bought ſome play-things for 
the other two, they quarrelled and fought 
about them, each wanting the other“, and 
yet not caring fo part with his own. M:, 


Wilkias, who, as we have oblerved beſore, | 
always embraccd every opportunity of mak. | 
ing his children love each other, aſter con- 
vincing them how wrong it was to quarrel | 


and fight, and obhging them to make it u 

again, bought two of Dr. Vatt's Divine 
Songs for children, and gave one to each of 
them, with a leaf doubled down at the fol- 
lowing foag, part of which J will repeat to 
you, Levs 
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LovE betaveen BROTHERS and SISTERS, 


JI HATEVER branwwkk diſturb the ftreet, 
T here ſhould be peace at home; 
W here fiſters dwell aud brothers meet, 
Quarrels ſhould never come. 


Birds in their little neſts agree; 
And 'tis a ſhameful fight, 
When children of one family 
Fall out, and chide, and fight. 


Hard names at firſt, and threat ning words 
That are but neify breath, 
May grow to clubs and naksd ſcuordi, 


Yo murder, and to death, 


The devil tempts one mother's ſon | 
To rage againſt another ; 
So wicked Cain awvas hurried on 


Till he had kill'd his brother. 


The wiſe auill make their anger cool, 
At leaſt ow 'tis night ; 

But in the boſom of a fool 
It burns till morning light. 


On the ſte day he gave his youngeſt 
the little horſe, he gave a nice bail and 
gilt ſhuttlecock with green teathers to the 
other two, 1 * 
F 3 „ You 


All. 
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* You may remember about fixteen 10» 
ments ſince, I told you of Mr. Wilkins's giving 
his little boy a horſe. You are to remember 
then, about ſixteen hours aſter, his brother 
Jem reſolved it ſhould be his no longer; and 
having heard ſeme perſlons on other occa- 
ſions mention an old proverb, that “ Might. 
overcomes right,“ he very wiſely {wiſely did 
I fay! I mean wickedly) applied it to this 
occaſion; having, therefore, watched an op- 
portunity, as the little one was drawing his 
$645 round the hall before breakfaſt the next 
morning, he made a ſnatch at it, but only 
got the tail, The little one, young as he 
| Was 
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was, had already ſenſe enough to know that 
a horſe without a tail was better than ng horſe 
at all. Poſſeſſed of this knowledge, he caught 
rp the horie and ran away with it : The 0- 
ther was not long in following, and ſoon got 
it. Mr. F"ikins, who was reading by himſelf 
in the parlour, hearing a noiſe, called the 
maid to know the reaſon of it, The maid 
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was ſcarce gone to know what occationed the 
noiſe, before the little one came roaring into 
the parlouf, that emmy had firſt pulled his 
horſe's Tail off, and aſterwards taken the horſe 
itielf from him. Mr, Wilkizs, being in a 
great pa hon; fallicd out immediately with a 
514 | buck 
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birch in his hand, in queſt of him. Jemmy, 
who foreſaw the effects of his father's anger, 
if he ſhould find him, made the beſt of his 
way up to the foot-boy's garret, and away 
went man and horſe up the chimney toge- 
ther. He had ſcarce conccaled himſelf be- 
fore his father popped into the room aſter 
him ; however, be had no thoughts of look. 
ing up the chimney, ſo that after ſearching a 
long time he returned into the parlour, Jen 
kept very quietly in the chimney, till the 
foot-boy came up into the room, and went 
to a hole in that very chimney, to take ſome 
money out of a little hoard he had there, 
upon which Jem, calling ſoftly to him to in- 
uire how matters went below, not a little 
tartled the foot- boy, who ran, or rather 
tumbled down ſtairs, calling out, A ghoſt 


in the chimney! a ghoſt in the chimney 


6] ſuppoſe you have all heard about The | 


Wild Man of the Weeds, commonly called Peter 


the wwild Youth? or of the ghoſts and phan- 1 


toms which ſilly maids and nurſes talk of, 
but which exiſt no where but in their own 


crazy imaginations? However, you may | 
fancy what you pleaſe, and rack your ima- 


gination to the utmoſt, and yet not raiſe a 
much more terrible figure than the foot -boy 
appeared on his entrance into the kitchen, 


with his heir erect, his mouth wide open, | 


and 
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and his eyes, though not quite ſo big as ſau— 
cers, yet ſtretched to their utmoſt pitch of 
magnitude. | 

„Mr. Nine hearing this fecond uproar, 
again rung the bell to znow the caule, On 
learning it, he went up inſtantly to the gar- 
ret, and obliged Jen, otherwiſe the ghoſt, 
not unlike a chumney-{weeper in complexion, 
to come down from his hiding-place. Mr. 
Wilkins, whole anger hal ſubſided, carried 
the young gentleman down into the ſtudy, 
took away the little one's horle, and his on 
ſhuttlecock, and made him ſtand in th: corner 
till his oelly cried cupboard twenty times 
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in a minute, and forbade him to appear be- 
fore him for a week after, nor would he for. 
give him till his brother interceded for him, 
The ſervants too were forbidden to ſpeak to 
him. And though out of their great reſpect 
to his father they did not call him Thief, he 
went by the nick-name of the Ghoſt ever 
after,” This, added Harding's father, brings 
to my mind one of the ſongs in that book I 
mentioned before, it 1s called 


The THIEF. 


FL HY foould 1 deprive my neighbour, 
Of his goods againſt his will ? 
Hands were made for honeſt labour; 
Net to plunder or to fteal, 
*Tis a fooliſh ſelf- deceiving, 
By ſuch tricks to hope for gain: 
All that's ever got by thievings © 
Turns to ſorrow, ſhame, and pain. 
Have not Eve and Adam taught as 
T heir ſad profit to compute ? 


To what diſmal ſtate they brought us, 


When they ſtole forbidden fruit. 
Oft ave ſee a young beginner 
Praiſe little pil" ring WAYS, 
T ill grown up a harden'd ſiuner, eas 
T hen the gallows ends his days, - * ann 
Cuard 
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for. | Guard my heart, O God of. Heaves 7 


um, Left I covet r; s mot mine 
to IL 7 fleal avhat is not giv'n, 
pect Guard my hear and hands fiom ſim, 


he 7 heft ewill not be alauays hidden, 


ver 7 H awe fancy none cen ſpy c 
ngs ben aue take a thing forbidden, 
Kk 1 God beholds it avith bis ge. 


As for the other twin, he became ſo good 
after the firſt miſdemeanor, that his father 
let him fit with him every evening, at which 
times he would tell him many entertaining 
ſtories. 
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'This narration being finiſhed, and the 
ſchool hours elapſed, Print made an end 
of teaching for hint day; : and here alſe the 
author chules to make an end of the chapter. 


— 


CHAP, VII. 


In which Primroſe Prettyface appenrs in à new 
Situation, Some Holt bitter fed than taught, 
Some Miſchii, forme ninth, {ime Moral, 


V HEN Primraſ. Prettyface became old 
enough to go to ſervicc, ike left off teach- 


ing, and was taken into the family of 'Squiie 


Heme:ſtead, in the next village. It wes her 
buſineſs there to [weep and duſt the rooms, 


and do ſuch other matters as came RE ti 


in her ſphere, which were often much in- 


creaſed by the careleſſneſs or wantornels of 


their fon Femmy, This young gentleman be- 
ing the darling of his Papa and Mamma, was 
ſo humourcd in every thing. that according to 
the old proverb, he was one of thole who are 
If they had company 
at dinner, he would be pawing the diſhes that 
ſtood next him, and licking his fingers. Then 
calling out ſor ſuch and fuch particular bits of 
a "a. þ and when 1t was given him, truly it 
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was not ſo nice and white as that Papa had 


on his plate: well then, to be ſure, the 
dear boy muſt have Papa's, and Papa take 
his. Prefently, whilſt the ſervant was at- 
tending ſome of the company, he would call 
ſor beer, and when 1t was brought, begin 
{colding, becauſe the fervant forgot to give 
it him in the painted cup. So that what with 
his throwing down the wine, pulling the vic- 
tals about, greaſing people's clothes, and o— 
ther ſuch dilagreeable attions, many perſons 
diſcontinued viſiting at their houſe, He was 
very unlucky, and would tell fibs, and ſome- 
times {wear and call names ſhockingly. In 


theſe things he was not a little ſorwarded by 
keeping company with the ſon of one of 
his father's tenants. 
him almoſt every thing that was bad. E 


This lad had taught 


communication corrupt good manners, ſays my 


copy book, and this indeed is often verified 
to the colt of many who will not take ad- 
vice in time. 


Jemmy was continually in 
miſchief, and when he had done any, to 
ſcreen himſelf, would tell fibs and lay it on 


| other people. 


Squire Homęſtead had frequently obſerved 
to his Lady, that the beſt apple-tree was of- 
ten robbed, but by whom he could never 
diſcover. Little Jem, who ſtood by, ſaid he 
balieyed Primro/e N did it, for he of. 
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ter ſaw her in the garden, near that tree, 
U on this ſhe was called into the room, and 


— 5 — 


interrogated concerning it. Prim, who had 
been little uſed to acculations of that kind, 
cried very much when ſhe was aſked how 
ſhe dared to do it? However, drying up 


her pretty eyes, She declared, She had ne- 


ver taken an apple off any tree in the garden 
without the knowledge of her fellow ſervants; 
but in particular ſhe had never touched that 
tree; becauſe ſhe had heard her maſter ſay, 
he liked the apples, and would have them 
laved for his friends and himſelf, emmy 


ſtil 
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ſtill inſiſted on the truth of his accuſation, 
and *Squire Homeftcad bade her go out of the 
room for an impudent baggage, as ſhe was, 
Primroſe Prettyface knowing herſelf innocent, 
cried ſadly, whilſt Jemmy triumphed in his 
wicked contrivances. But this triumph was 
of very ſhort duration, he being found out, 
and when he leaſt thought of it too. 

One day when *Squire Homftead had a great 
deal of company, ; ke came running into 
the room, without taking the leaſt notice of 
the gentlemen and ladies preſent, His uncle, 
who had juſt then. been looking out of the 
window, but turned round at hearing Femmy 
make a great ſtamping in coming up ſtairs, 
obſerved his rude manner of entering the 
room, and aſked ſomewhat ſharply, Where 
was his bow ? Femmy looked much confuſed ; 
but neither ſpoke nor moved. I ſay, dir, 
ſaid his uncle, where is your bow ? After ſome 
heſitation, he replied, In the barn, and roared 
ww ke a town bull, The company, not knowing 

up what he meant, could not help {miling. How- 
nes ever, Jemmy continued crying, and ſaid, Tack 
den Dobbins was as much in fault as he; and add- 
nts; | ed, indeed he would never do ſo any more, 
that His uncle, ſuſpecting ſomething at the bottom, 
lay, | ſeized hold on him (ſee how filly he looks) 
nem and aſked him how he dared do ſo? Come, 
mmy | G 2 continued 


ſtill 


OE ies 
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continued he, tell the truth, and you ſhal! 
be forgiven; but if you ſay a word that is 


7 


not ſo, you ſhall be ſent for a drummer as ſure 
as you are alive. After much ſobing and cry- 
in 7, out came the truth at laſt, Jeuimy, with 


his hopeſul companion Fack Dobbins, had 


been in the garden, and not content with 
pulling the fruit, had broken a bough off the 
very tree Squire Homeſtead ſo much valucd, 
and which 


of robbing. The bough they had hidden in 
the barn ; but the apples Jack Dobbins carried 
bome for his own ule, 


ut a few days before Primro/e 
Prettyface had been falſly accuſed by emmy | 


Az 
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At this diſcovery (Squire Homeſtead was very 
angry, and would have threſhed him ſoundly 
had not the company interpoſed and begged 
him off. His uncle too reprimanded him ſe- 
verely, and the more ſo, becauſe of the fibs 
he had told of Primroſe}; nor would he be 


ſatisfied till ſhe was called into the room, 


and he had begged her pardon before the 
whole company. When Primroſe was gone, 
he told Femmy how wicked it was, to keep 


ſuch company as he did, who had taught 


him to rob, even his own father's garden, 
and then added to the crime, by telling a 
lie, and laying the blame on anrinnocent 
perſon ; beſiqes, his ſtripping the tree in that 
manner was a proof of a greedy diſpoſition, 
He finiſhed his advice with the homely but 
good counſel, which he ſaid his old grand. 


mother gave him when he was a boy, 


a litthe take a little, 
You're kindly xwelcome too; 


OF a little leave @ little, 
Lis manners ſo to do. 
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. 


4 melancholy Accident happens at Sqnire Home- 
itead's, which occafions Primroſe Prettyface 
wo change her Situation. 


_ 


ww ILL people never take advice! Will | 


they never be warned by the ſufferings of 
others! One would think ſome perſons 
had no feeling, no ſenſe of danger; or they 
would certainly be more carcful of their 
hre and candle than they are. Poor 'Squire 
Heomeflead and his Lady will have ſufficient 
cauſe to lainent ſuch careleſineſs. A dread- 
ful fire broke out one morning about two 


o'clock, at their houſe, when all the family | 


were alleep. Primrsſe was the firſt who diſ- 


covered any thing of the matter: ſhe waked 
her feilow-icrvant, and jumping out of bed, 
they ran to open their room door, when the | 


They had, 


flames burit in upon them. 
however, preſence of mind enough to ſhut 


the door, and pulling the ſheets of the bed, 
tied them together, then made fait one end 
to the beditcad, and ſlinging the other end 
out of the window, {11d down within a yard 
of the ground. Primriſæ eſcaped unhurt, but 
her fellow-ſervant being in too much hurry, | 

iprained | 
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ſprained her ancle. By this time the whole 
village was alarmed, and came running 
from all quarters to their aſſiſtance, The 
flames now began to rage with incredible 
fury, All the family, except Femmy and the 
footman, had, by the help of ropes and 
ladders, eſcaped. The whole ſcene now ex- 
hibited a ſhocking ſpectacle, heightened by 
the ſhrieks of the women, and the cries of 
thoſe who remained in the houſe, On a 
ſudden, the bow-window, which reached 
from the bottom of the houſe to the top, fell 
in, and diſcovered a dreadſul ſight indeed! 
The footman and Femmy in one corner of 
the great room, unable to eſcape from the 
flames. In leſs than three minutes the 
whole floor gave way, and poor Femmy, in 
the ſight of his diſtracted father, ſunk into 
the flames. The footman, juſt as the floor 
fell in, jumped upon the girder, being all 
that was left; but this was only to reſerve 
him for greatcr torture; he ran backward 
and forward on it, then ſtood up againſt the 
wall, wrinzing his hands, and imploring 
help; but all in vain, the girder gave way, 
and he fell in alſo, amidit the cries of a 
great concourſe of people, unable to afliſt 
him, 
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My readers can better imagine the dif. 
traction of the parents, with the horror 
and lamentation of the neighbours, than 
I can deſcribe them, or indeed, am willing 
to doif I could. Neither would the author 
of this hiſtory have related fo ſhocking an 
event to his readers, had not the cauſe of it 
made the thing abſolutely neceſſary. 

In ſhort, the butler was fond of reading, 
and indulged his inclination that way ſo 
much, as to read in bed; he did ſo that 
night, fell aſleep, the curtains and bed. 
cloaths took fire, and the horrid conſe. 


quences followed, which have been al- 


ready related. Though he eſcaped him- 
ſelſ, he never could eradicate from his 
thoughts the fate of the unhappy and in- 
nocent ſufferers. This troubled him ſo much, 
that he at laſt loſt his ſenſes. The right uſe 
of which, thoſe never can be ſaid to have, 
who act in the ſame imprudent manner. 
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In which the Reader becomes more particularly 


acquainted with Lady Worthy, 


ABOUr this time a vacancy happened 
in Lady Worthy's family, by the marriage 
of her waiting woman to farmer Gebe. Her 
Ladyſhip knowing the diſagreeable ſitua- 
tion Primroſe Prettyface was in at 'Squire 


| Homeftrad's, had long ſought an opportunity 


of having Primrs/e herlelt; but all the ſer- 
vants loved her ladyſhip ſo well, that z 
change in the family ſcarce happened once 


in five years. Lady Werthy lent a ſervant 


to Primroſe's parents, to inform them of the 
event, and that if they choſe to let then 
daughter come and live with her, ſhe ſhould 
(on her behaving well) want for no encou- 
ragement that it was in her power to be- 
ſtow. RO 

My readers may be ſure this 2 very 
agreeable, and was readily conſented to by 
all parties. 

It has been laid down as a rule by the 


people called critics, that principal perſons 
in a ſtory ſhould never be introduced with- 
| out 


74 The RENOWEND HISTORY of 


out a proper account of their characters, be- 
cauſe by that means the reader is made ac- 


. Quainted with them, and knows how to treat 


them with due feſpect, or diſreſpect, ac- 
cording to the merit or demerit of ſuch new 
introduced perſonages. I am, therefore, gen- 
tle reader, or mighty critics, going to give 
you this information. I ſhould have done it 
before; but that the former part of this Re- 
nowned Hiſtory was in. the preſs before the 
rule was in my head. | 

Lady Worthy was about fifty, and had been 
a widow ever ſince the ninth year of her 
marriage with Sir William Worthy; by whom 


— 
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ſhe had a ſon, a fine young gentleman, who 


juſt at this time ſhe had with much re- 
Inftance {ent to the univerſity, and whom 
we ſhall have occaſion to {peak more of 
hereafter. | | 

During the time Sir William lived, they 
never had the leaſt ſhadow of a quarrel, 
If ever. they had any diſpute, it was not 
who ſhould, but who ſhould not have the 
ſway, and I ſhall never forget an expreſſion 
Sir William made ule of when his lady in- 
ſiſted on relieving a family out of her own 
private purſe. My dear, ſaid he, how can 
you be fo unfair as to monopolize good- 
nature, and be ſuch a covetous perſon, 
that you will inſiſt on doing ail the gene- 
rous actions yourlell? 

Her character as a parent was equally ex- 
cellent. As to her domeſties, the aſpect of 
every one in the family carried fo much 
latis faction, that it appeared all knew the 
happy lot that had befallen them, in being 
a member of it. There was one particular 
that J have ſeldom heard of but at Lady 
Morihy's. It is uſual in all places, that ſer- 
vants fly from thoſe parts of the houſe 
through which the maſter or miſtreſs is 
palling: on the contrary, here they induſ- 
trouily placed themſelves in the way, and 

1 wit hon t 
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it was on both ſides, as it were, under- 
ſtood as a viſit when the ſervants appeared 
without calling. Thus refpe& and love 
went together, and when a ſervant was 
called, it ws not to be ſcolded or ratcd at, 
but often to know what road he took that he 
came ſo readily back according to order. 
Whether he paſſed by ſuch a ground? whe- 
ther the old man who rented it was in good 
health? or whether he gave her ladyfhip's 
love to him? or the like, In the author's 
opinion, thoſe perſons who preſerve reſpect 
founded on their benevolence to their de- 
pendents, live rather like princes than the 
heads of their families; their orders are re- 
ceived as favours rather than duties, and the 
diſtinction of approaching them, is part of 
the reward for what is executed by them, 
In ſhort, lady Worthy was a woman of the 
moſt excellent diſpoſition, ſhe was religious 
without enthuſiaſm, grave without forma- 
lity, frugal without covetouſneſs, and ge- 
nerous without oſtentation. 
Such was the character of this amiable 
lady, into whole ſervice and protection 
Primroſe now entered. Her employment here 
was to wait on my Lady, or work with her 


needle. 
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needle. How well Primrofe acted on her part, 
will be ſeen in a few pages. 


3 


* 


A. X. 
Which ſets of PRIuROSE ts great Advantage. 


It was the cuſtom of the pariſh in which 
Primroſe Pretiyface reſided, that once in five 


ears, the three maid ſervants who ſtaid 


ongeſt in their places, and brought the belt 
character from the maſter or miſtreſs they 
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ſerved, ſhould be preſented by the church. 


wardens with curious purſes containing ten, 


five, and two guineas each. But that my 
readers may have a better idea of this .cuf- 
tom, I have ſubjoined the form, together 


with the particular characters of ſome of the 


Elaimants, | 
On the: W/hiz/uz-Monday at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, when the church bell rang for 


PI the ſeveral claimants, dreſſed in their 


it bibs and tuckers, repaired to Eaton-Hall; 
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where, being marſhalled by the church- 


wardens, they proceeded in form to the 
church, 


churc 
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church, and heard divine ſervice and a ſer-— 
mon on the duty of ſervants. As ſoon as 
this was finiſhed they all walked into the 
church-yard, and being formed into'a circle, 
the church-wardens received their charac- 
ters from the ſervants written by their mal- 
ters and miſtreſſes, and ſealed up. Silence 
being three times commanded, the head 
church-warden proceeded to read the charac- 
ters aloud. The firſt was that of 


DOROTH Y DOLITTLE, 
My maid Þ Dorsthy Dolitile having been 


ever and anon plaguing me to write a cha- 
racter for her; becauſe ſhe, like man 
others, has too good an opinion of herſelf, 
I was relolved to give her ſuch a character 
as ſhe deſerves. You mult know then, ſhe 
has been. with me theſe four years, during 
which period, every winter has been taken 
up in telling her to ſhut the door, and 
every ſummer in teaching her to leave it 
open. She takes more®pains to dreis her 
head, than to mend the holes in her ſtock- 
ings, To make up in ſame meaſure for 
theſe faults, ſhe is very honeſt, and when 
I {cold her, never mutters or anſwers a- 
gain, I keep her, hoping that as ſhe grows 
older, ſhe will be leis !latternly and more 
2 attentive; 


80 The Renownxey HISTORY of 


attentive; beſides, I would rather keep the hone 


evil I do now, than exchange it perhaps fo 
a worle, 


SARAH DowNRIGHT, 


My readers may be ſure this characte 
was not very likely to gain a purſe; how 
ever the reproof contained in it had ſuc 
an effect on the girl, that ſhe ever after be 
haved very well; and, as I have heard 


has ſince at another trial gained the firlly. 


urſe. 
The next character was that of the ſubject 


of our hiſtory, who though grown up, itil 


went by the name of 


PRIMROSE PRETTYFACE. 


I AM happy in the opportunity of doing 
Juſtice to the character of Primroſe Pretty- 
Face; ſhe has lived with me eight years, 
during which time I have never had oc 
caſion to repent taking her into my ſer— 
vice. When I relate her qualifications, 
I believe J am ſetting her forth as a pat- 
tern for all other ſervants. She is reli- 


gious, obedient, humble, faithful, quiet, 
careful, diligent, ſober, modeſt, cheerful, 


keeps at home, ſpeaks the truth, and ſo 
honeſt 


gold 
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eep the honeſt, that I could truſt her with untold 
)aps fol gold. | 

| MArIIDA WORTHY, 
IGHT, | 


aratte SARAH MEANWE LL. 


; how 

d ſuchſ} | 

iter be TAE bearer has lived in my houſe five | 
heard years; ſhe is a very honeſt good girl, riſes / 
1e filly. early, performs her work with cheerfulneſs, 
and has but one failing; ſhe runs too much 
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. J cannot help thinking with honeſt Tor þ 
CP Trueman, that this miſchief of running after 
doing} fortune-tellers is too much the caſe with , 
Pretty. many ſervants, I knew a gentleman who \ 
years) told me one evening while we were {moak- 
” — ing our pipes together, that his butler had 
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and though he Was ſure to loſe a knife, a 
fork, or a ſpoon every time his fortune was 
told him, gencrally ſhuts himſelf up in the 
pantry for about half an hour with an old gyp- 
i2y once in a twelvemonth. He added, that 
they generally ſtraggled into his country once 
or twice in the year, and ſet the heads of the 
{ervant maids ſo for peeping into futurity, that 
there was no having any buſineſs done while 
the gypſies were in the country—Let us now 
proceed to the character of 


JANE 


o 
1 TREFETT Er uh rw 
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JANE WELLDONE: 


Tuis is to certify, that my ſervant, 


Jane Welldone, has lived with me two 


years, during which time ſhe has conducted 


herſelf in every reſpect becoming her ſitua- 
tion, | 


Grorcs LAWSON. 


I fhail not trouble my readers with any 


more of theſe characters, having ſelected 


thoſe which appeared the beſt and molt en- 
tertaining. 

When the head church-warden had read 
all the characters, he retired with his bro— 
ther church- Warden, the miniſter, and four 
ol the oldeſt pariſhoners into the veltry. 
After itaying ſome little time they returned, 
and the church- warden diſtributed the purſes 
as follow: | 

To Primroſe Prettyface they preſented ten 
guineas in a green ſilk purſe, embroidered 
with flowers of gold. To Fare Weldon five 
guineas in a blue ſilk purſe, embroidered 
with flowers of ſilver. To Sarah Meanawell 
two guineas in a ſcarlet ſilk purſe, Then all 
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the claimants were treated with cakes and 
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ale, after which they returned home amidſt 
the ſhouts and acclamations of the multi. 
tude, who were gathered together to ſee the 
ceremony. 

Primroſe Prettyface, we may be ſure, neg- 
lected not to return her thanks to Lady Wor- 
thy for the character ſhe had given her, who 
every day grew ſo much more pleaſed with 
her, that at laſt ſhe became her companion, 


. 
T he Wwir:ding up of the H itery. 


Ir is now high time the reader will ſay, 
that we fulfilled our promiſe made in the 
tenth chapter, which if the reader has for- 
gotten, he will do well to turn over the leaves 
and refreſh his memory. Well, now I ſup- 
ole you have done as we directed, and 
ound that we promiſed to ſay ſomething 
more of Lady Mort hy's fon, now Sir William 

Morthy. 
This young gentleman returned from the 
Unverity, where he had made that pro- 
fieiency 
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fieiency in his ſtudies, and improved him- 
ſelf ſo much, that every one loved and 
admired him, At his firſt fight of Prim- 
roſe Prettyface, who was now arrived to the 
age of womanhood, he was ſtruck with her 
beauty, which added to her good temper 
and engaging behaviour, had ſuch an efte&t 
on the young gentleman, as to occaſion the 
moſt violent emotion. This was not unob- 
ſerved by the old lady, who, notwithſtand- 
ing her great riches and dignity, had not 
any diſlike to her ſon's paſſion, and on 
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that account gave 
ment. 

It ſo happened that one day Primroſe was 
walking by herſelf in the garden, and be- 
ing rather fatigued with the heat retired 
into the ſummer-houſe to avoid the ſultry 
rays of the ſun, It was not till ſhe had al- 
moſt ſeated herſelf that fhe ſaw Sir William 
fitting on a chair at the farther end, read- 
ing, On ſeeing him ſhe offered to retire, 
but he would by no means permit it, 
Primroſe, ſaid he, I have long wanted to 
conſult you on an affair that concerns m- 
happineſs. I have already aſked her lady- 
ſhip's opinion, and ſhe thinks as I do. Yet 
I chou like to know yours, which will de- 
termine me. +. | 

You mult know, continued Sir William, I 
have ſeen a beautiful and diſcreet young wo- 
man, and every way but one qualified to 
be my wife, ſhe has no fortune; but as I 
have more than a ſufhciency myſelf, that 
will make no difference. Here. Prime turn- 
ed pale (for we muſt acquaint the reader, 
ſhe was no leſs ſtruck with the oung gen- 
tleman at their firſt interview than he was 
with her, and though her hopes were very 
faint, ſhe now gave all up for loſt.) How- 
ever Sir Wilian being very earneſt did not 
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take notice of her confuſion, and went on. 
| conſulted her ladyſhip on the ſubject, 
and ſhe encourages m.e to proſecute my ad- 
dreſſes, | 

1 have her picture in my pocket, which 
I will ſhow you: and as I know you are 
well acquainted with her, if you +; eſs 
of her for my wife, I have the greateſt hopes 
of being ſucceſsful in my addreſſes to her. 
He then pulled out a pocket-caſe, and open- 
ing, preſented it to her, for her inſpectien. 
But Primroſe's confuſion was great indeed, 
when inſtead of a picture, which ſhe expected 
to ſee, ſhe beheld her own face in a {mall 
looking-slals, 

Now, ſaid Sir William, do you approve of 
my choice? If you do, give me your hand 
as a mark of it, and I am happy? Primroſe 
was unable to. ſpeak or move: which the 
young gentleman conſtruing as a favourable 
indication, ſeized her hand, and kiſſed it 
with the utmoſt ardour. He then led her 
into the houſe to his mother, and told her 
what had happened: ſhe got up and joined 
their hands, bleſſed them, Si | prayed for 
their happineſs; and kiſſing her dear Prim- 
roſe, cried for joy. Her parents were lent 
for, and Sir William ſettled a very hand- 
lome annuity on them, The wedding was 

| kept 


38 The REexowned HISTORY of 
kept with the greateſt rejoicings for many 
days. | 
Sir William and his beauteous bride now 


live an example to the great, the comſart of 
the poor, and the admiration of all, 
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